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In the years after the war, the Central Intelligence Agency occasionally responded 
to inquiries about Nazis who had escaped justice. Adolf Eichmann, the “Architect of the 
Final Solution,” attracted international attention when he was abducted by the Israelis in 
Argentina and taken to Israel to stand trial in I960. 1 Even before that point, Eichmann 
was the subject of ongoing interest in the Central Intelligence Agency. Drawing on 
information provided by Wilhelm Hoettl and another SS officer, Henry Hecksher noted in 
June 1946, “there are strong indications that he [Eichmann] is alive and practically none 
that he has committed suicide. His capture should be high up on the agenda of Allied law 
enforcement agencies.” Hecksher informed Washington, “it was Eichmann who fed a 
never ending stream of Jews into the extermination mills at Auschwitz, Mauthausen, etc. 
He was chief adviser to SS Obergruppenfuhrer Mueller, Amtschef IV RSHA, and to 
Kaltenbrunner on Jewish affairs. His so-called Sonderkommandos, committed whenever 
Germany decided to ‘solve’ the Jewish problem in one of the satellite countries (Hungary, 



!For literature on Eichmann, see Michael Bar-Zohar, The Avengers. Trans, by Len Ortzen 
(London: Arthur Baker, 1968); Towiah Friedman, 77ie Hunter (Garden City: Doubleday, 1961); 
Isser Harel, The House on Garibaldi Street: The First Full Account of the Capture of Adolf 
Eichmann (New York: Viking Press, 1975); Peter Z. Malkin, Eichmann in My Hands (New 
York: Warner Books, 1990); Moshe Pearlman, The Capture and Trial of Adolf Eichmann (New 
York: Simon and Schuster, 1963); Quentin J. Reynolds, Minister of Death: The Adolf Eichman 
Story (London: Cassell, 1961); Simon Wiesenthal, Ich Jagte Eichmann: Tatsachenbericht 
(Guntersloh: S. Mohn, 1961); and Charles Wighton, Eichmann: His Career and Crimes 
(London: Odhams Press, 1961). (U) 
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Denmark) had the function of setting up the machinery for corralling Jews and shipping 
them to the various extermination camps of Europe.” 2 (S) 

The Counter Intelligence Corps did, in fact, try to track down rumors of 
Eichmann’s whereabouts in Austria and Germany in 1946. According to one CIC source, 
Eichmann was believed to be living in Upper Bavaria, while his wife lived in Austria as 
did his parents-in-law. 3 CIC subsequently went and interviewed Vera Liebel, 

Eichmann’s former wife in Alt Aussee in November 1946. Liebel told the Army’s 
investigator that she had not seen Eichmann since sometime in April 1 945 when he 
visited her and their three children. According to Liebel, Eichmann planned to return to 
Prague after his short visit to Austria. She later learned from Eichmann’s sister in 
November 1945 that he had been shot in the Czech city. A confidential source told the 
Americans that Eichmann had remained in Austria as late as November 1 945, but that the 
Czechs may have killed him in Prague at that time. The same source stated that 
Eichmann, who spoke “fluent Yiddish,” may have also hidden in Jewish refugee camps 
until he made his way to Palestine to join up with the Grand Mufti, a known Nazi 
sympathizer and anti-Semite. At the time of the CIC report in late 1946, the source 



2 AB-51 [Henry D. Hecksher], “SS Obersturmbannfuehrer Adolf Eichmann-Chief of Group IB B 
4 of the Reichssicherheitshauptamt, the So-Called Judenreferat,” 17 June 1946, (S), in Adolf 
Eichmann, EL ZJ , DO Records. (S) 

3 This lead, provided by Frau Baldur von Schirach to CIC Special Agent M. Gale Hoffman with 
the 430 th CIC Detachment in Austria, came from Sender Jaari, an interrogator at the International 
Military Tribunal and a former OSS member. See M. Gale Hoffman, 430 th CIC Detachment, 
Land Salzburg Section, “Eichmann, Adolf SS-Obersturmbannfuehrer,” 21 October 1946, (C), 
and Julius Stein, Numberg Field Office, Region VI (Bamberg), CIC, USFET, to Office in 
Charge, “Eichmann, Adolf,” (C), both in Eichmann, C- j > DO Records. (C) 
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